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OUR MAILBAG 


We thought that our members would be 
interested in a sample of what the mail 
brings in through the quiet portals of 
the Shaw Mansion. Some of the queries 
tax the knowledge and research work of 
our Curator, Mrs. Knox, to the limit, 
and sometimes, beyond. 

The questions having to do with gene- 
alogy are fairly easy by comparison, 
because of our collection of books on 
this subject. But the letters bring 
some real posers, as for example: 

Why isn't Fisher's Island a part of 

Connect icut? 

Give the history of the TUSCARORA, 
and please send a picture of her. 

How do you take care of old pewter? 

| am sending you a picture of an 
ancestor's portrait. Could you 
please compare it with the por- 
traits of the Shaw and Perkins 
families and tell us if there is 
enough family resemblance to 
substantiate a relationship. 

What is the best way to take care of 
antique furniture? 

(With enclosed postcards) Can you 
please tell me if these are of 
New London, and what date? 

Can you give me the history of the 
Rush Creek Placer Miner Company 
that had its main office in 
New London around 19107 

How was Stonington founded? And why 
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the. boundary disputes with Massa- 
chusetts? 

When was Fort Wright built on Fisher's 
Island, why? 

Request for the date of a Staffordshire 
plate, description of which is then 
given. (Mrs. Knox is having plenty of 
difficulty trying to put a date on our 
own collection of Staffordshire). 

The Shaws had problems galore in con- 
nection with their far-flung maritime 
interests, and their work for the Conn- 
ecticut and Federal governments, but would 
certainly be amazed at the barrage that 
confronts our Office in their old home as 
the postman makes his rounds today. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 


In searching for a topic which we should 
stress at our Annual Meeting in September, 
the planning for New London's future, in- 
cluding the General Neighborhood Develop- 
ment project, presented itself as of prime 
importance. This is especially true as we 
understand that the final draft of the 
City's master plan will be completed by 
October. 

One of the goals of our Society is to 
be of assistance to New London In programs 
of this nature. We have already acceded 
to requests for two surveys of structures 
of historical or architectural value. One 
was made in 1962, and the other during the 
past year. (Continued) 


ANNUAL MEETING (Cont'd) 


The time to take part in this project 
is now while the planning is in progress. 
Once the plans are completed, the time is 
too late, 

[In order that we may be better informed, 
we are inviting the Mayor and certain 
officials of the City Redevelopment Agency 


to come to our Annual Meeting, and acquaint 


us with the details of the project. 

it is hoped that our members will come 
preoared to ask questions that will help 
in clarification. 

The usual notification will be sent to 
you when the date has been firmed. A 
large attendance is urged to show New 
London that we are interested, 


LEAGUE MEETING FOR PRESIDENTS 


Mr. Small, accompanied by Mr. Attwill, a 
member of our Finance Committee, will 
attend the meeting called by the Connecti- 
cut League of Historical Societies for 
presidents of the affiliated organiza- 
tions throughout the State, and will be 
held at the Statler-Hilton in Hartford on 
August 19th. 

The League wants to have those attend- 
ing speak frankly about local problems, 
raise questions about League organization, 
membership rights and privileges, and give 
ideas about the type of program desired 
at the League's quarterly meetings. . 

Our former President, Dwight C. Lyman, 
is the League President. 


ODELL SHEPARD 


On July 19th we were saddened by the 
death of Odell Shepard. He was a member 
of our Society, and was engaged in writ- 
ing, with his son, Williard, a history of 
New London under our sponsorship. Mr. 
Shepard was a scholar, an educator, a 
winner of the Pulitzer Prize, and a former 
Lieutenant Governor of Connecticut. His 
death is a great loss, and we extend our 
sympathy to the members of his family in 
‘ their bereavement. 

Mr. Williard Shepard will sit with the 
Advisory Board at its next meeting. 


ACCESSIONS 


Showcase; 
D.A.R. 


from Lucretia Shaw Chapter, 


Alexander Hamilton letter to Jedediah 
Huntington; from the Society of Colonial 
Dames. 

Loveland Genealogy; from Mrs. Alice 
Sargent. 

Sales Folder of the Richard Mansfield 
Estate; from Mr. Charles A. White. 

Silk shawls, pair of child's shoes, 
sampler, and linens; from Mr. & Mrs. E. 
Gorton Rogers. 

Book entitled, "Art Objects - Their 
Care and Preservation,'' - purchased. 


WE WILL BE HOSTS 


it has been requested that the May, 1968 
meeting of the Connecticut League of 
Historical Societies be held under our 
auspices in New London. 

We have agreed to this, and through the 
kindness of Edgar Mayhew will have the 
use of the facilities at the Lyman Allyn 
Museum for this occasion. The Shaw Man- 
sion will be open after the meeting for 
a tour by those attending. 

The date will be the second Saturday in 
May, 1968. A committee will be formed to 
make the necessary arrangements regarding 
local speakers, registration, refreshments, 
and the Mansion tour. 


MAINTENANCE 


Mrs. James Maher, Chairman of the House 
Committee, has been hard at work since our 
previous Bulletin keeping abreast of our 
maintenance needs. Additional storm win- 
dows have been installed, there has been 
painting both inside and outside, and some 
necessary upkeep in the apartment of the 
custodians has been attended to. 

A cement approach to the driveway has 
been laid, doing away with the curbstone. 


CUSTODIANS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Menery have found 
it necessary to resign as Custodians be- 
cause of personal reasons. Our apprecia- 
tion for several years of service and best 
wishes for the future go with them. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Hamel have been hired 
as Custodians, and will soon be in 
residence, 

Custodian in Residence: Mrs. A. P. Hamel 
Corresponding Secretary and Curator 

Mrs. Adam Knox 
The Society's Telephone No. is: 443-1209 


(The following article appeared in the June-July, 1967 issue of 


“THE RETIRED OFFICER MAGAZINE!’. 


This is a time in our Country 


when, we believe, that writings of this nature should be widely 


read. 


Permission was Obtained from "THE RETIRED OFFICER 


MAGAZINE"! to reprint the article in our Bulletin.) 


THE FLAG OF THE PEOPLE 


by Capt. P. A. Horton, USAR-Ret. 


Throughout all history, mankind has pur- 
sued a constant struggle for freedom. 
Excepting for favored individuals who in 
a small measure had a taste, real freedom 
for the people had never been obtained 
until the birth of our Nation. 

Our "Bill of Rights’! brought to the 
world a new era, It brought an example of 
a union more perfect, binding, and effec- 
tive than was ever before known to mankind. 
[It gave us the right to enjoy the largest 
measure of human liberty consistent with 
orderly government, But it also brought 
to each of us, our very personal responsi- 
bility to preserve and defend those rights. 
We, who have and enjoy the benefits of 
freedom through the spirit and valor of 
generations who preceded us, are in honor 
bound to keep these priceless privileges, 
undiluted, unimpaired and properly pro- 
tected for the generations who follow us. 

Under our Constitution we are a govern- 
ment of the people, by the people and for 
the people. We have no graven images, 
signs or symbols that grant special privi- 
leges or rights to any individual. We 
have but one emblem, our Flag. The men 
who created it were as De Tocqueville said: 

"The choicest talent and noblest hearts 

which ever appeared in the new world: - 

and distinguished as almost all were for 
their intelligence; they were still more 
so for their patriotism," 

The patriotism and political wisdom of 
that generation and their successors to 
the present hour breathes in every stripe, 
every star and in every thread of our Flag. 
Yet as this Flag tells us by its tradi- 
tions, by its very design, by its colors 
and beauty; the freedom we enjoy under 
this impressive emblem began in the dim 
ages of antiquity. 

The religion of freedom that speaks so 
eloquently in its constellation of stars 
got its breath from the Bible. It got it 
from the ancients whose noble deeds and 
words brought mankind ever closer to 


ultimate victory. Not of nation over 
nation, but of man over his evils and 
weakness and of his ambition to rule, 
dictate and control the lives of others. 

It represents the true spirit of 
Christian benevolence; its joy, its 
beauty, its hope and above all its abid- 
ing faith. [It has never been the Flag of 
a dictator, potentate or king. {t was 
born the Flag of the people representing 
the first nation in all history dedicated 
to the personal and religious freedom of 
mankind. 

It represents our Constitution, where 
for the first time rulers were placed 
under the restraint of law, and human 
dignity is respected and defended. For 
two centuries it has been an inspiration 
to the youth of our land. It brings to 
their mind, the character and deeds of 
George Washington, and many other patriots 
who made and preserved our beloved land 
to become the greatest of all the nations 
of the world. 

Youth, is the time of hero worship. 

The history of our country is rich in 
inspiring stories of human endeavor and 


the accomplishments of our people; of 


Parker's, "Stand your ground,"' at Lexing~ 
ton; of Patrick Henry's, "Give me Lib- 
erty ,"! - of Nathan Hale's "| regret that 
| have but one life to give to my Country" 
and of trumpeter Clavin P. Titus, "I'll 
try, Sir,t! as he volunteered to climb the 
great wall of China under heavy fire, 
where they raised the American Flag and 
turned the tide to victory. 

These stories have been an inspiration 
for each generation of our youth. As 
the poets put it:- 

‘Lives of great men oft remind us 

We can make our lives sublime 

And departing, leave behind us 

Footprints on the sands of time.” 

Shortly after World War [, a Navy 
Doctor assigned to Washingion lived a 
short distance from the Lincoln Memorial. 

(cont inued) 


THE FLAG OF THE PEOPLE (Cont'd) 


Fach afternoon just before dinner his wife 
and small son, Rex, would take a walk. As 


they passed the Lincoln Memorial on their 
return home little Rex would say, ''Mommy, 
we must go in and say good=night to Mr. 
Lincoln.'!' The years. passed, the Doctor 
and his family served in many parts of 
the world. Little Rex had completed his 
schooling and was now a member of the 
armed services. The family was now again 
in Washington, at a time when Rex had 
reached the age when he was about to make 
the most serious decision of all young 
men, would he ask the girl? One evening, 
he asked his mother to take a walk with 
him. To her surprise he brought her to 
the Lincoln Memorial. It was there that 
he told her he had come to get inspira- 
tion from Mr. Lincoln about his marriage. 

The simple faith and hero worship of 
Mr. Lincoln by this little lad was but 
the result of seeing hundreds of people 
day by day respectfully visiting this 
Statue of a great man. 

One of history's sternest lessons is 
that the youth of the land must be given 
a hero. If not, then they will create 
their own hero. That is why it is of 
vital importance that these historic 
statements and inspiring stories be re- 
tained in the text books used by our 
children in our schools. 


lt is also important that the youth 
be taught the meaning and significance 
of the Flag of our Country. It is not 
only the Flag of our Fathers but the Flag 
of our children. As loyal citizens we 
will treat it with utmost respect for its 
glorious past and its signal of hope for 
the future. 

[It stands as a living affirmation that 
the precious dignity of the individual is 
a triumph soaked in the blood and sacri- 
fice of countless Americans who preceded 
us. 

With freedom threatened by worldwide 
despotism it was never a more important 
time to display it and signal to the 
oppressed of the world our great pride 
and love for the liberty for which our 
Flag stands. | 

The hour is late -- the time is now! 

We must see to it that our youth select 
heros from the countless patriots who 
followed our Flag to preserve his freedom. 
If we do this -- he will not make a hero 
of some beatnik draft card burner. 

He will stand unashamed when tears come 
to his eyes as the Flag goes by. He will 
know that he will never have a more worthy 
emotion and willingly pledge allegiance 
to our Flag -- today -=- tomorrow and 
always. 
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